Literacy

[Reading “ABC".not as easy as |, 2, 3]
Literacy is not a single skill. It is many skills wrapped up in two major systems:

Reading is build Literacy is not
on (anguage- ) memorizing
LONG before a sounds- it is
child ever building
opens a book. % MEANING.
Langoage Comprehension % Phonologwicgradwgriﬁ:s? ::).::Iggtanding

~ syllables, rhymes, and individual speech
- sounds)

» Phonemic awareness (Manipulating
~individual sounds in words)

Decoding (Understanding alphabetic
principle and sound-symbol
correspondence)

Orthographic knowledge (Recognizing
spelling patterns)

Sight word recognition (Automatic
retrieval of familiar words)

_+ Vocabulary i‘
~« Breadth + Depth (how many words 900% Sy

~ know + how well you know them) .\
"+ Background knowledge (Facts, Concepts,

~ Real-world understanding, Coftural
. references)
"« Language structures (Syntax, Semantics, -
. Morphology, Complex sentences) i
.« Verbal reasoning (Inferencing,
. Metaphors, Predicting outcomes, Cause |
& effect) '

J

Literacy is buitt slowly, interconnectediy, and developmentally — through conversation, storytelling, play, listening, and

exposure. It does not begin in kindergarten. It begins in infancy
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Reading is a THINKING skill O

« Sustained attention &6"‘\ ¢

* Working memory

 0Organization

o Self-regulation

bo Taking another's - e Fu . i i

\ aking another’s % o4 c(,b ?ntegraf:mg details
perspective Ry 422 into a bigger

:- Understanding & 6 meaning

: chgracters’ mo-tives, i « Seeing the “whole essential for deep The tone of the text
beliefs & emotions picture” of a text comprehension. The rhythm of language ,
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O Metacognition ¢ 0
Skilled Readers A
* Monitor their understanding ' ﬁ&
Notice confusion Y b
Reread when needed  They have an Inner Voice
Ask questions internally  They think about:

Adjust strategies Their own thinking
The author’s intent
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That inner dialogue is
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~ Literacy

| [ Sometimes Do W
Who it affects “ | decoding is
Some people with the following diagnoses may - strong but F\. BM K {S‘.(
struggle with literacy 5| comprehension W AT

Developmental Language Disorder (DLD) is weak
Language delay or disability (LD)
Specific language impairment (SLI)

 Dyslexia = gmprehension
. now T decnig s
e ADHD 9

: Lo labored
e Traumatic Brain Injory (TBI) Sometimes both
* Stroke are impacted

-« Cognitive impairment
' Reading difficulties are not a reflection of intelligence.
They reflect differences in underlying language and

Literacy Is Complex — But It Is Buildable Cognitive systems.
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Language can grow. Erig Foundations of Literacy
Vocabulary can expand. @
Reasoning can strengthen.
Metacognition can be taught. N

With explicit instruction, rich (anguage
exposure, and intentional support —
\ reading skills can develop over time.

Talking back-and-

; forth conversations
ﬁ &/ Literacy is d
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CONNECTION. $inging & Rhyming .
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It is access to ideas, stories,
knowledge, and independence.
And like all communication -
it is something we can

nurture.

2% Maria Bailey, MS., CCC-SLP
_{fhmmm @EphphathaSpeech
T RS www.EphphathaSpeech.com



